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JO zef Teodor Konrad Korzeniowski was born in Berdycz6w in a predominantly Polish part of Ukraine on
December 3, 1857 to Apollo Korzeniowski and his wife Ewelina Bobrowska. Conrad's parents were of the szlachta,
the Polish gentry. At the time of Conrad's birth, Poland had been partitioned among Prussia, Russia, and
Austria-Hungary for over sixty years. Apollo Korzeniowski was a writer and a man passionately committed to
Polish independence. He played a prominent role in the revolutionary activities of the early 1860s, for which he was
arrested and convicted of seditious actions. In 1862, Korzeniowski was sentenced to exile and sent to VVologda,
Russia, and then later to Chernikhov. He was accompanied by his wife and young son, and the family suffered
greatly during their exile. As a result of the poor conditions, Conrad's parents both contracted tuberculosis, and his
mother died in April 1865. This was a solitary time in Conrad’s life, as the boy spent most of his time in the sole
company of his father. Korzeniowski remained in exile until early 1868 when he was allowed to leave in order to aid
in Conrad's recovery from an illness. This was a better time for them, but Korzeniowski's tuberculosis soon
worsened, and he died in May of 1869, leaving Conrad an orphan. Korzeniowski was given a hero's burial and is
still considered a national hero in Poland.  Conrad's experience with his father during their time together very
much influenced his later years. His devotion to literature, interest in revolution- ary politics, attitudes about
Russia, skeptical view of the world, and some- times adventurous spirit all probably have some origin in his
experience with his father. After his father's death, Conrad was cared for by family and friends, particularly Tadeusz
Bobrowski, his maternal uncle, who became a second father to Conrad. Unlike the fiery and idealistic
Korzeniowski, Bobrowski was conservative, careful, practical, and ultimately disapproving of Korzeniowski's
approach to the world. Over the years, Bobrowski exerted a strong influence on Conrad and his attitudes, so
Conrad's character seems to have been very much affected by both his father and his uncle.
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