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[0 O Religion O After the publication of The Waste Land in 1922, Eliots spiritual and religiouslife began to
change, gradually at first, but a new commitment to Christianitywas clear. Among his contemporaries there were
doubts at first that it wasgenuine. The confused response to Ash-Wednesday in 1930 was typical. Therewere even
suggestions, from his friend Lewis for example, that it had about itthe disagreeable scent of skillful social climbing.
That it was the Church ofEngland to which he swore spiritual allegiance deepened the suspicions. Afterall, the
Established Church in England was at the time so intricately entwinedwith social and political power in the country
that it seemed as if Eliot, themodernist poet and bohemian artist, had simply tendered his soul to theEstablishment
and to mainstream society rather than to God. But appearancescan be deceiving and they were in this case. Eliots
interest in religious beliefand questions of faith were not of recent birth, nor were they motivated bymercenary
self-interest. Undoubtedly, he was interested in the fate of his soul,but he was as equally concerned about the fate of
a society moving inexorablytoward thoroughgoing secularism and the materialism which accompanies it.His
studies in anthropology at Harvard had already introduced him to thesociocultural importance of religion as a
primordial binding force in society.A common set of transcendental beliefs made it possible for a people
toexperience the plenitude of a vital communal life and the psychological andemotional reassurances that come
with authentic belonging.
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