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前言

为了帮助广大读者特别是英语专业学生学习英国文学，上海外语教育出版社从国外引进了这套“剑桥
文学名家研习系列”丛书。
正如封底文字所说，本系列丛书旨在向学生介绍英美经典作家，而普通读者如果想进一步了解自己所
喜爱的作家作品，也会发现这套丛书富有吸引力。
英国文学是英国人民在漫长的历史发展进程中创造的英国文化与文明的精华，是世界文学宋库中一颗
璀璨的明珠。
文学是语言的艺术，英国文学是英语语言艺术的结晶。
英语表意功能强，文体风格变化多，或高雅，或通俗，或含蓄，或明快，或婉约，或粗犷，其丰富的
表现力和独特的魅力在英国作家作品里得到了最为淋漓尽致的发挥。
要真正掌握英语，必须阅读和了解优秀的英国文学作品，英国文学因此成为高校英语专业课程设置不
可或缺的组成部分。
英国文学源远流长，经历了长期、复杂的发展演变过程。
在这个过程中，文学本体以外各种现实的、历史的、政治的、文化的力量对文学发生着影响，文学也
遵循自身规律，历经了盎格鲁一撒克逊、文艺复兴、新古典主义、浪漫主义、现实主义，现代主义、
后现代等不同历史阶段。
“剑桥文学名家研习系列”丛书（英国卷）是开放式的，首批推出莎士比亚、奥斯丁、康拉德、叶芝
、T.S.t艾略特、乔伊斯，伍尔夫、贝克特等8位名家，他们均为英国文学史上的里程碑式人物，对推动
英国文学的发展作出了重要贡献。
8位名家的创作领域涵盖了小说、诗歌和戏剧，而叶芝、T.S艾略特和贝克特分别为1923、1948、1969年
度诺贝尔文学奖得主，这也从一个侧面说明了本系列丛书人选名家的经典性。
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内容概要

贝克特是20世纪最重要的作家之一。
这本导读文字生动，深入浅出，是一本难得的贝克特及其时代的综述之书。
该书将指导读者更好地理解《等待戈多》、《终局》、《啊，美好的日子》等以晦涩著称的荒诞派喜
剧。
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作者简介

作者：(英国)麦克唐纳 (McDonald R.) 合著者：王岚
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章节摘录

Samuel Beckett was a reluctant biographical subject. Though friends and acquaintances recollect a kind and
generous man, he guarded his privacy with intense vigilance, seldom granting interviews and always claiming that
his work should speak for itself. However, when his authorised biographer,James Knowlson, pointed out the
recurrences of images from the Ireland of his childhood in his writing, he agreed. "They're obsessional," he said,
and went on to add several othersfl In early prose works, like More Pricks than Kicks (1934) or Murphy (1938), the
correspondences of character and event with Beckett's own life are very explicitf In his post-Second World War
work,the biographical allusions become more submerged and less readily identifiable, just as the settings become
more detached from a recognisable reality.Yet Beckett's imagination is saturated in his life experiences, even if the
directreferences to these experiences become rarer. Indeed, examination of the various drafts of Beckett's drama
demonstrates what one critic has called the 'intent of undoing': the connections to a recognisable, and biographical,
world become more attenuated as the drafts proceed.3 The events in Beckett's life leave their traces in the shape of
his work, without necessarily leaving an inventory in its content.
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