00004, tushu007.com
<«<OQO000000>>

guoooon
id<<goggooog>>
1300 ISBNUO O 0 9787544619400
1000 ISBNO 10 [0 7544619400
gudodoo2011-1
godooobooooogoo
gooodg

0ood?213

guooobobbogooooopbrbbbggoooobbbgooooon

00000000 http://www.tushu007.com

Page 1



00004, tushu007.com
<«<OQO000000>>

goon

gpoooboboooboobbooboboobozeoiboobboobovsoboboooboobooo
gobbobbbuoogooobbbobbuoooogobbobbooooooobobbooog
gobbob.- bddgogobobobbuodoogobobobbooooooobobboougg
gobbobbuoogoooobobbboooooooboobboooooooobo-0b-bo-
gobbobbbudgoggbobobbbodooodobobobbuooouon
gobboobbboogogobbobbidoodobobobboooooobobobbooga
gobobobobbuoooooobboobbbudooooboobobboooooon

Page 2



00004, tushu007.com
<«<OQO000000>>

goon

IntroductionV.S.Naipaul(l A Controversial PositionProblematizing IdentityChapter One An Exile at Homell A
House for Mr.BiswasA Life Out of PlaceHouses as Shifting SigniflersA Coloniars AporiaChapter Two An Exile
between IslandsC] The Mimic MenLost in the MetropolisShipwrecked at HomeConflicting IdentitiesChapter
Three An Enigmatic Identityl] The Enigma of ArrivalArticulation of IdentityDeconstructing EnglishnessToward a
Hybrid IdentityChapter Four The Historical Perspective[1 A Way in the WorldUncertain HistoryRewriting
HistoryDiasporic IdentificationConclusionWorks CitedAfterword

Page 3



00004, tushu007.com
<OO00000dns>>

good

[0 O The "truth™ about the revolution now obtained through the act of writing is that the political movement in the
colonies in general is nothing but mimicry] and even the languages of revolution are derived from the West. The
"borrowed phrases”and “ Jargons” become the resource of their powerd which isC] as Singh later realizesl] "a
matter of words" [0 MM 20700 . At a turning point in The Mimic Men Ralph Singh discloses the circumstances
of mimic men in the colonyd “ Wel here on our islandd handling books printed in this world and using its
goodsl] had been abandoned and forgotten. We pretended to be real(] to be learning to be preparing ourselves
for life] we mimic men of the New World" [0 MM 1460 . This sense of inauthenticity and mimicry further leads
to the colonials realization of his precarious conditionl] as Singh feels about his house —— for a time in his
childhood Singh is obsessed with a fear that the familys old timber house is unsafe. From this we can see that for
NaipaullJ the empirel] or the emblem of the empirel] evokes the colonial to reflect on their own situation and
realize that what they have been learning and doing to "prepare themselves for life" is not authentic and that they are
but mimic men of the New World. Such mimicryd as is described in the novelJ is the reason for the hollowness
and failure of the revolution. If we go a step further(] we may ask why Singh and his fellow islanders have to
"pretend"” to be "real” and to be "learning”. The answer lies in the novel and Naipauls other works of Third World
countriesl] they lack a greater past[] what they have is nothing but "slavery[d] indentured servitude[J colonial
brutalityl] and colonial neglect" [J Greenburg 2280 . With no sublime past to hold onto the colonial people
look up to the metropolis for a more respectable identi. Alsol] it shows that they are ashamed of their colonial
identity and their learning symbolizes their effort to get rid of it.
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