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O O When studying the work of the masters,| watch the working of their minds.Surely, facility with language and
the charging of the word with energy are effects that can be achieved by various means.Still, the beautiful can be
distinguished from the common,the good from the mediocre.Only through writing and then revising and revising
may one gain the necessary insight.We worry whether our ideas may fall short of their subjects,whether form and
content rhyme.This may be easy to know,but it is difficult to put into practice. 1 O 0 0 D0 000000000
O

00000000 DOO000O00D0DbO00ooooDbOo0ooOoooDoOooooooao
00000000 DOOooooooboooooa
oo0odo0ooooboobooooboobooooDboobooooDboUbDooDboobDoooo
0000000000000 000D0O000000000O0O 1 have composed this rhymed prose on the
art of writing to introduce past masterpieces as models for an examination of the good and the bad in
writing.Perhaps it will one day be said that | have written something of substance,something useful,that I have
entered the mystery.\When cutting an axe handle with an axe,surely the model is at hand.Each writer finds a new
entrance into the mystery,and it is difficult to explain.Nonetheless, | have set down my thinking as clearly as I can.
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[0 O The poet stands at the center of a universe,contemplating the enigma,drawing sustenance from masterpieces
of the past.Studying the four seasons as they pass,we sigh;seeing the inner-connectedness of things,we learn the
innumerable ways of the world.We mourn leaves torn away by the cruel hands of autumn;we honor every tender
bud of spring.Autumn frost sends a shudder through the heart;summer clouds can make the spirit soar.[1 [ [J [J
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(I O Learn to recite the classics;sing in the clear virtue of ancient masters.Explore the treasures of the classics where
form and content are born. Thus moved, | lay aside my books and take writing brush in hand to compose this
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OO000000000000D000000000000000DO 0000 d0O dBeginning. Eyes
closed, we listen to inner music,lost in thought and question:our spirits ride to the eight corners of the
universe,mind soaring a thousand miles away;only then may the inner voice grow clear as objects become
numinous.We pour forth the essence of words,savoring their sweetness. |t is like being adrift in a heavenly lake or
diving to the depths of seas.We bring up living words like fishes hooked in their gills,leaping from the deep.[] [0 [J
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00 O Luminous words are brought down like a bird on an arrow string shot from passing clouds.We gather words
and images from those unused by previous generations.Our melodies have remained unplayed for a thousand
years.The morning blossoms bloom;soon, night buds will unfold.Past and present commingle:Eternity in the single
blinkofaneye! DO OO OO DOOOODOOOOOOOO
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00000000000 00000D0ODO0O0O0O0O0O 0O Ordering thoughts and ideas,we begin to choose our
words.Each choice is made with care,fit with a sense of proportion.Shadowy thoughts are brought into the light of
reason;echoes are traced to their sources.It is like following a branch to find the trembling leaf,like following a
stream to find the spring.The poet brings light into great darkness,even if that means the simple must become
difficult or the difficult easy.Hence, the tiger may silence other beasts,the dragon frighten away birds in terrifying
waves.Writing, the traveling is sometimes level and easy,sometimes rocky andsteep.0 O 0 OO0 00O OO OO
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[J O Calm the hearts dark waters;collect from deep thoughts the proper names for things.Heaven and earth are
trapped in visible form:all things emerge from within the writing brush.At first, the brush parches our lips, but soon
it grows moist from dipping.Truth is the tree trunk;style makes beautiful foliage.Emotion and reason are not
two:every shift in feeling must be read.Finding true joy, find laughter;in sorrow, identify each sigh.Sometimes the
words come freely;sometimes we sit in silence,gnawing on a brush.CJ 00 O [
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