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[0 O And the Middle East. Languages such as Arabic, which is spokenthroughout the Middle East and many of the
local languages of theSahara Desert region are members of the same family.[] [0 Another large family is Bantu.
Bantu includes most of thelanguages spoken in central and southern Africa. There are over 250varieties of this
family.[0 [0 In the past few hundred years, Africa has undergone greatchanges, and outside languages, such as
French, are now spoken insome areas of central Africa and southern Africa as well.[] [0 A fourth large group of
languages is the Sino-Tibetan family. TheSino-Tibetan family includes all the dialects of Chinese, which isperhaps
the most widely used language in the world. There are nearly1500 million speakers of Chinese dialects. The
Sino-Tibetan family alsoincludes the languages of the southeast Asia, languages such asVietnamese and Thai. Of
course, not all the languages of east Asiabelong to this family. Some languages such as Japanese seem to
becompletely unrelated to the Sino-Tibetan family.[J [J Still another major language family is Polynesian. The
Polynesianlanguages are island languages. They are spoken on the islands aroundIndonesia, and on many of the
islands eastward all the way to Hawaii,and on the islands westward all the way to Madagascar, off the eastcoast of
Africa. Hawaiian and Indonesian are examples of Polynesianlanguages. Apparently, these languages were spread
from island toisland by travelers and then each group of islands developed its ownindividual language.[] [ These
five language groups, or language families, that we havementioned here are only a few of the major language
families around theworld. There are many more. You should also note that each majorlanguage family has several
smaller families within it.] [0 There are over 3.000 languages that are used throughout the worldtoday. Almost all
of these languages belong to a much smaller number oflanguage families. All of the languages within a language
family arerelated and all of them have a similar history. Therefore, the grammar,vocabulary, and sounds of related
languages are somewhat similar. Inaddition, the way,of thinking and the style of talking among relatedlanguages are
also, to a certain degree, similar.[] [ Even though there are over 3,000 languages that are used today,there are only
about 20 or 30 major language families.[] [ Lets take a brief look at some of the largest language familiesincluding
many individual languages.[] (I The language that we are using now is English and English is, ofcourse, a member
of a large language family. English is a member ofthe Indo-European language family. The Indo-European
language familyincludes most of the languages that are spoken throughout Europe,languages such as English,
French and Greek. Of course, many Indo-European languages are now spoken in other parts of the world.
Forinstance, Spanish, which is an Indo-European language, is spokenthroughout South and Central America, but
originally it was spoken onlyin Europe.[J [0 Another large language family is the Afro-Asiatic family. The
Afro-Asiatic family includes most languages used in the area of North Africa.
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