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0 O THE TYRANNY OF IGNORANCEL [ ceedingly difficult for us to understand the inner meaning of
theirmessage to posterity.[1 [1 And the same holds true for all other nations of the ancient world.[] [0 What did
those strangely bearded Babylonians, who left us wholebrickyards full of religious tracts, have in mind when they
exclaimedpiously, "Who shall ever be able to understand the counsel of theGods in Heaven[]

" How did they feel towards those divine spiritswhich they invoked so continually, whose laws they endeavored to
in-terpret, whose commands they engraved upon the granite shafts oftheir most holy city(]

Why were they at once the most tolerant ofmen,encouraging their priests to study the high heavens, and to
ex-plore the land and the sea, and at the same time the most cruel of exe-cutioners, inflicting hideous punishments
upon those of their neigh-bors who had committed some breach of divine etiquette which todaywould pass
unnoticed[]

0 O Until recently we did not know.[J [ We sent expeditions to Nineveh, we dug holes in the sand of Sinaiand
deciphered miles of cuneiform tablets. And everywhere inMesopotamia and Egypt we did our best to find the key
that shouldunlock the front door of this mysterious store-house of wisdom.[J [0 And then, suddenly and almost by
accident, we discovered that theback door had been wide open all the time and that we could enter thepremises at
will.0 O But that convenient little gate was not situated in the neighborhoodof Akkad or Memphis.OO O It stood in
the very heart of the jungle.
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