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O O I consider myself very lucky and privileged to be given the opportunity to read the manuscripts of Active
English Learners Workbook series for Band 1 before they are out for general public. At the series editors cordial
request] | venture to make the following observations. As the title of the series betrays its substance[d the series
are workbooks[J viz. books for learners to work on. Books of such kind cannot be more timely[

The more work you do with English and in English(] the more English you learn[

This means time and energy. Some may be put off by this factl] for time and energy are exactly what they are
always running out of supply. "We have so many other things to dod " they will say. "Theres little time and energy
left for English. Tell us the quickest way[]

" Nowadays there seems to be a general rush for English(J and at the same time an anxious rush for a short-cut
route to mastering English. Unfortunatelyd to the best of my knowledgel[] there is no such thing as a short-cut
way to English. There are only better or poorer ways of learning it. The best way to learn is to use it(] to work oniit.
[0 OO Some of our teachers may also be put off by the Workbook seriest] for a totally different reason. They find
that if students possess too much information[d particularly feedback on exercisest] they will have nothing left to
offer in classt] thus de-authorising their status as a knowledgeable teacher. | have been a teacher for 21 years now. |
dont find the students possession of sufficient information disadvantageous to me. If my students can learn more
things without my helpd | cannot be happier. If they can study Active English textbooks all by themselves[] this
will save a lot of class time[d which I can use to organise more productive activities such as group work[d pair
work[] panel discussionl inter-group debatingl] and so on. Furthermore[J teacher-led learning tends to foster
teacher-dependencyl] which is far from being desirable. Perhaps it is the greatest reward to a teacher whose
students are taught to overtake him/her.[J [0 The Workbook series will make a positive contribution to the
promotion of autonomous learning. As the class size nowadays is getting increasingly largel] so large that it is
almost impossible for students to get individual attention from the teacher] autonomous learning can no long be
dealt with in a lip-service way.[] Teachers and administrators have to take resolute measures to implement it in
order to secure the educational quality which would otherwise deteriorate as a result. The series have some built-in
features that are specifically designed for the purpose. | feel confident that both students and teachers will find the
series helpful and worth having.
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Unit 1 The learning environmentUnit 2 Technology and educationUnit 3 The wonders of scienceUnit 4 "The silver
screen"Unit 5 LanguageUnit 6 The sky's the limitUnit 7 Space researchUnit 8 VVoices from afarUnit 9 America
through foreign eyesUnit 10 Problems in urban livingUnit 11 Being thereUnit 12 The business climate
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