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[0 O There has been a good deal of interest among scholars interested in interlanguagein documenting the
reactions of native speakers to the language use of non-natives in an effort to understand what constitutes successful
and unsuccessfulcommunication.Although linguistic considerations have been central to many ofthe
studies.affective reactions to learners themselves have also been subject to in-qulry.CJ [0 One important variable to
be considered in assessing the results of a given re-search effort is the nature of the interlanguage sample used to
elicit reactions. Thespeech samples and[d or writing samples provided to native-speaker judges essen-tially define
interlanguage operationally for that study.In the studies examinedhered the samples have ranged from artificially
created sentence pairsC] presentedout of context[] to audiovisual tapes of connected discourse[] obtained in
naturalis.tic interview situations.Given that the samples varv considerably,the studies arenot directly comparable

[J Ludwig 198201 [J and results cannot be as clearly inter-preted.therefore.as one might like.OJ [J The studies
reviewed in this chapter are a sampling of the research that hasbeen done to assess native.speaker reactions to
learner language in the past 25years.Ludwig 1982[1 provides a useful review and synthesis of 12 such studies.some
of which are summarized briefly in Table 6.100 P.264] .A number of more re-cent studies are also included in the
present overview.Readers should consultLudwigd] 19821 [J as well as the original reports of the studies cited here
[ for addi-tional information and analysis of the data.[] [J In general.much of the research on native-speaker
reactions indicates thatmany of the grammatical errors made by non.native speakers do not seriously in-terfere with
the comprehensibility of their speechl although there are some typesof errorst] such as some vocabulary problems
[ verb forms[] and tense usagel[] thatcan confuse native speakers and lead to a communication breakdown. It may
alsobe the case that there are cultural differences in error tolerancel] see[] for example[] Ngame 1 992

[J comparing native speaker reactions in French and Swahilil] [J as wellas differences in reaction to error between
teachers of language and native speak-ers who are not teachers fErvin 19770 cited in Ludwig 19821 Galloway 1980
O
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