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[0 O When the teacher asked us to write about birthday celebrations around the world[J | supposedthat everyone
celebrated their birthdays in more or less the same way[ in other words[] like we dohere in the United States —
— with cakes[] cards[] presents and so on. How wrong could | be[

Birthdays are different everywhere[]

O O I really like the things | found out about Mexico. At a Mexican birthday party] there aresome hollow paper
models of animals called pifiatast] which are filled with goodies O candy littlegiftsC] etc[] and hung from the
ceiling. The birthday child is blindfolded and hits the pifiata with astick until it cracks open. Sometimes all the
children at the party hit the pifiata at the sametime —— but this is quite dangerous]

0 O One of the strangest rituals | came across was something they do in Canada.[] In someCanadian provincesl]
the birthday person isambushed 00 00 O O O for example] on their way toschool[] and their noses are greased
with butter(J

This is supposed to bring good luck. A greasednose makes a child too slippery for bad luck to catch them[

O O There is also a really strange idea in Germany. If a man reaches 30 and doesnt have agirlfriendd he goes to the
city centre and sweeps the stairs at the city hall. And his friends makehis job more difficult by throwing more
garbage on the stairs when hes finished. Every girl intown can walk past[] examine his work and decide if he is
likely to be good at keeping a houseclean.[J O In Vietnam[J O everyones birthday is celebrated on New Years Day.
[0 Apparentlyd [0 theVietnamese do not know or acknowledge the exact day they were born. Children say they
wereborn in the year of the lunar calendar symbol for that year. On the first morning of the year[J] adults
congratulate children on becoming a year older by presenting them with red envelopes thatcontain "Lucky
Money". These envelopes are given to the children by parents] relatives and closefriends.
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