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(] [0 Besides learner autonomyl] Moore examined the construct of "distance" between the learner and the teacher
and articulated a theory of transactional distance in 1972 and 1973. "It is the separation of learners and teachers that
profoundly affects both teaching and learning. With separation there is a psychological and communications space
to be crossed] a space of potential misunderstanding between the inputs of the instructor and those of the learner.
It is this psychological and communications space that is the transactional distance... It cannot be emphasised too
strongly that transactional distance is a relative rather than an absolute variable” 00 Moore[d] 19930 230 .00 O In
Moore's theory[d there are three clusters of variables named Dialoguel] Structurel] and Learner Autonomy.
"Dialogue is developed by teachers and learners in the course of the interactions that occur when one gives
instruction and the others respond" [J 2300 . The difference between a dialogue and an interaction is that "dialogue
is used to describe an interaction or series of interactions having positive qualities that other interactions might not
have" [J 240 . "Structure" in the theory means "the elements in the course design(] or the ways in which the
teaching programme is structured so that it can be delivered through the various communications media" [J 267 .
"Learner Autonomy" is "the extent to which in the teaching/learning relationship it is the learner rather than the
teacher who determines the goalsl] the learning experiences] and the evaluation decisions of the learning
prograrnme” [0 3100 .00 0 O O
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