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[0 O 1.2. Teacher Learning asan “ Unstudied Problem” [ O As teacher educators[] it is essential that we
understand howteachers learn [0 Johnson[J 200201 (I and this knowledge is prerequisite for anyteacher
professional development programs to be effective. But a reviewof the literature reveals few data-based descriptions
of Chinese EFLteachers as learners in their social contextsC] although the problem ofteacher learning addressed in
this dissertation has been widely discussedas an “ unstudied problem” since the 1980s in general education

[ Clark &Peterson] 1986; Kennedyd 1991;:NCTREL 19881 and recently in second-language education

O Freemand 1996; Freeman & Richards] 1996; Richards& Nunand 199001 . Therefored | will explore the
phenomena in the ChineseEFL context in order to expand what is known about this“ unstudiedproblem” of
teacher learning and professional development.[J [J Teacher learning is a young field of research in language
education] but recent years have witnessed a growing body of literature on teacherlearning [J Freeman & Richards
[0 199601 and a reconceptualization of theknowledge-base of language teacher professional development

[ e.g.Freeman & Johnson[J 1998[1 . A recent step forward in the field is theemergence of a socio-cultural
perspective on teacher learning andprofessional development [ Borko 2004; Johnson & Golombek[]
2003;Putnam & Borko[d 200000 .Thus[ teacher learning has come to beunderstood as socially negotiated and
contingent upon knowledge of selfJ studentsl subject matter] curriculal] and setting J Cobb & Bowers[]
1999;Freemant] 199601 . It emerges from a process of reshaping existingknowledge and practices with the help of
the resources or tools that areavailable to them. This theory enables researchers to trace the internalprocess of
meaning making and to probe the phenomenon of teacherlearning at a deeper level(J far beyond the simple

“ good practice” characteristics [1 e.g. Tsuill 20030 .
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