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O O I 'am afraid to sleep. | have been afraid to sleep for the last few weeks[] | am so tired that(] finally] I do sleep
[0 but only for a few minutes. It is not a had dream that wakes me~ it is the reality | took with me into sleep . I try to
think of something else.[] [0 Immediately the woman in the marketplace comes into my mind.[J [J | was on my
way to dinner last night when I saw her. She was selling skirts. She moved with the same ease and loveliness | often
saw in the women of Laos. Her long black hair was as shiny as the black silk of the skirts she was selling. In her hair
O she wore three silk ribbonsd blue] greend and white. They reminded me of my childhood and how my
girlfriends and I used to spend hours braiding ribbons into our hair.CJ [0 | dont know the word for "ribbons"[] so |
put my hand to my own hair and [0 with three fingers against my head [J | looked at her ribbons and said
"Beautiful. " She lowered her eyes and said nothing. | wasnt sure if she understood me O | dont speak Laotian very
wellJ .0 O I looked back down at the skirts. They had designs in them[J squares and triangles and circles of pink
and green silk. They were very pretty. | decided to buy one of those skirtsC] and | began to bargain with her over
the price. Itis the custom to bargain in Asia. In Laos bargaining is done in soft voices and easy moves with the sort
of quiet peacefulness.
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