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[0 O Rormie White, of the Miracles singing group, heard Stevie and promptly took him down to his recording
company, Motown Records.[] [ "Give him an audition.” Ronnie said. They did, all the top people at Motown got
together to hear a little blind boy who wasnt even ten years old yet. At first, they were being nice. Poor kid. They
didnt want to hurt his feelings.[J [0 Then they heard Stevie sing and play, and nobody said "poor kid" anymore.
They were too busy congratulating themselves on finding a youngster who could be the musical talent of the
decade. "Hes a wonder boy." Somebody said as they watched little Stevie dart from one instrument to the next,
playing each one with ease.[d [ "Wonder," somebody else said, "Little Stevie Wonder."[DJ [0 The new hame stuck
and Stevie Morris became Little Stevie Wonder. He had his first hit when he was twelve years old. It was called
Fingertips and it was a smash.[] [1 Over the following years, Little Stevie Wonder became one of the top recording
artists at Motown, producing one hit after another. But as he grew into adulthood, Stevie began to get tired of the
way the Motown Company controlled all aspects of his career. He wanted to write and produce his own songs, but
the Motown Company thought it was unwise to change a winning formula.[J [0 When he turned 21, Stevie finally
got his freedom. Against Motowns wishes he started exploring: he made records that combined gospel, rock and
roll, and jazz and which used African and Latin American rhythms. To the record companys surprise, Stevies new
albums such as Music of Mine and Innervisions were even more popular than his early ones. Stevie Wonder had
become a mature man and an independent musical artist.[J [J Just after this success, however, tragedy struck. In
August of 1973, Stevie was involved in a serious car accident. For nearly a week he lay in a coma, unable to speak or
walk. "We dont know when hell be out of danger," the doctor said. Everyone waited and prayed. Suddenly, it didnt
matter that Stevie was a musical genius or that he had conquered blindness and poverty. All he had left was his faith
and strong will.
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