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[0 O Greeting O also called accosting[d is a way for human beings [1 as well as othermembers of the animal
kingdomO to intentionally communicate awareness of eachothers presencel] to show attention to and to suggest
a type of relationship orsocial status between individuals or groups of people coming in contact with eachother. As
with many forms of communication] greeting habits are highly culture-and situation-specific and may change
within a culture depending on social statusand relationship the phenomenon as such exists in all known human
culturesd though. Greetings can be expressed both audibly and physicallyC] and ofteninvolve a combination of
the two. This unit is mainly on the former. Greetings areoften] but not always[] used just prior to a
conversation.Greetings and Responsest] [1 When people are introduced for the first time[J it is common for them
to say"How do you do[]

". An acceptable reply is "How do you do[]

". In formalsituations[d] often "Good morning [J

"0 "Good afternoon [

" or "Good evening [

"isused. 0 "Good night" is said only when parting or when someone is going to bedJ With people of your own
agel] such as other students or neighb [ rslJ more informalgreetings are used. The most common form of
greetings is "Hello[J

". An evenless formal greeting is "Hi[J

" If you are meeting a person for the first timelJ it isalso appropriate to say "Nice to meet you. " After that[] itis
appropriate to say"How are youll

How are you doing[]

" or "How are things going with you[l

" Atypical response is "Very well(J thank youll

"or "Fine[d] thanks. " If your friendgreets you with "Whats up[]

" or "Whats happening]

"0 you might reply "Notmuch. " " Nothing special. " or " Same old stuff. " Ord you could quicklysummarize what
youve been doing.
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