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Halliday divides language into four grammatical categories-unitlJ structure(] classC] and system.These four

‘ categories’ are interrelated] SO the expounding of each depends on the definition ofthe others.* Unit’ refers
to the language entity which has grammatical mode.There is a hierarchy in language’ unit’ .in which the relation
between one’ unit’ to another is represented by the configuration from the highest] largest[] to the lowest
fsmallestt .Every* unit’ involves one or more lower-level* units’ .For instancel in English(] *  units

" involve sentencel] clausel] word phrase[] word and morpheme.* Structure’ refers to grammatical

‘ categories’ used to indicate the similarities in a series of events.Every* unit’ of* structure’ consists of one or
morel] multipled lower-level’ units’ .the lowest having no* structure’ “ Structure’ can be represented by
linearity of signs.For examplel] as far as English clause structure is concemed[ there are subject(] predicate

[J complement and adjunct-the composition of those elements being SP,SPAL] SPC] SPCC SPCALI to name
but a few.'Class'is a grammatical level of words or word unit identified by the function s[I of'unit’elements in the
* structure’ of higher.level' units’ .Forinstancel] an English phrase can be a verb phrase.a noun phrase or an
adjective phrase. Class’ and‘ structure’ always presuppose each other(] “ class’ is always defined by
reference to higher-level’ structure’ .and‘ structure’ .by reference to lower-level* class’ .* System’ isa
network containing a group of featuresC] which Hallidayan grammarians use to indicate why one item rather than
another is selected in a series of similar items.Grammatical elements enteringa‘’ structure’ are not items
themselves but the entire* class system’ .While some elements are needed’ in,a* structure’ [ they are chosen
for the classsystem’ .Everyitemina’ classsystem’ repelsall othersinl]

the choosing process. That is to say,when one item is chosen others lose out[] and one can never find two items in a
‘ class system’ inthe same one' structure’ .HallidayD) 0 O 0O 0O OO Ounitd OO O O structured O O
O0classO OO 0OOsystemOd” 4000 OO” O
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