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[0 O The passages printed in this book are for the most part short, andmany of them are fragmentary. They have all
been the subject offar more scholarly research than can be aired in this format. Wehave tried to provide sufficient
explanatory material for students toreach a basic understanding of the texts. Those who wish to gofurther may
consult the Bibliographical Note. All readers shouldbe warned that nothing presented here is beyond controversy.
We have been generous in our selection of texts. Some texts ofdoubtful authenticity that nevertheless represent
pre-Platonic politi-cal thought have been included, Some texts have been chosen notbecause of what they say
about political theory, but for the lightthey shed on other texts that are directly relevant to our themes.Questions of
authenticity are mentioned in the notes when theyarise. We have arranged our texts by genre, with the sophists
atthe end. We exclude texts representing the thought of Socrates,who will be the subject of another volume in this
series. For achronology of authors and events, see below, pp. xxxii-xxxv. Unlessotherwise indicated, all our dates
are BCE. The translations aim at clarity and accuracy, and for the mostpart follow the structure of the original
Greek. Translations ofGreek verse are roughly line-for-line, and verse passages are pro-vided with the Greek line
numbers for convenient reference.Important words such as dikeJ &quot;justice&quot;] are translated as
consist-ently as possible throughout.
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You must guard against this if you are to deliberate wisely, andyou must not think it unseemly for you to submit to
a city of suchgreat power, which offers such reasonable conditions - to be ourallies, and to enjoy your own property
under tribute to us. Youare being #oven a choice between war and survival: do not makethe wrong decision out of
a passion for victory. Remember whatis usually the best course: do not give way to equals, but have theright attitude
towards your superiors and use moderation towardsyour inferiors. So think about this when we withdraw from
themeeting, and keep this often in your mind: you are consideringwhat to do for your country - your only country
- and this onediscussion will determine whether it meets success or failure. [12] So the Athenians withdrew from
the conference, and theMelians, left to themselves, decided on much the same position asthey had taken in the
debate. Then the Melians answered asfollows:Mclians&quot; Athenians, our resolution is no different from what
itwas before: we will not, in a short time, give up the liberty inwhich our city has remained for the seven hundred
years since itsfoundation. We will trust in the fortune of the gods, which haspreserved it up to now, and in the help
of men - the Spartans -and we will do our best to maintain our liberty. We offer this,however: we will be your
friends; we will be enemies to neitherside; and you will depart from our land, after making whatevertreaty we both
think fit. [113] That was the answer of the Melians. As they broke offthe conference, the Athenians said:Athenians:
It seems to us, on the basis of this discussion, thatyou are the only men who think you know the future more
dearlythan what is before your eyes, and who, through wishful thinking,see doubtful events as if they had already
come to pass. You havestaked everything on your trust in hope, good. fortune, and theSpartans; and you will be
ruined in everything. &hellip;&hellip;
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