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[0 O Phonetics is the study of the actual sounds of 1anguage.Though there exist various kinds of sound in the
human world[ in this course we are required to use "sound" in its restricted sense. In other words[] we are
considering the sounds of 1anguage. Therefore we will not include sounds made by animals or vehicles in
phonetics. Nor shall we take into account a person's cough or a baby's hungry cry because they are not sounds of
formalized language. In our course of English phonetics we will cover the sounds that are meant to be important

in communication.
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[0 O Each sound consists of a different number of vibrations in theprocess of its formation. All the vowels[] for
examplel] originate from the vibration of the vocal cordsC] but not from the other vibrations. VVoicelessplosives[]
on the other hand[] originate from the vibration in the oral tractwhen the air is suddenly released. Very often[]
however[] there will betwo or three kinds of vibration that are at work in the process of the production of a sound.
Voiced plosives result from two kinds of vibration the vibration of the vocal cords and the vibration in the or
altract when the air escapes suddenly. For a voiced affricate] all the three kinds of vibration are involved. Because
of this(1 the voiced sound /ds/has not only the characteristic of a plosive but also that of a fricative.
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