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[0 O The story of Santa Claus began hundreds of years earlier(] During the fourthcenturyd a Roman Catholic
Church official called Nicholas of Myra became famous forhis many good actions[] Nicholas was made a saint
after his death and it became commonin northern Europe to hold a celebration on December 6th[] the day
Nicholas diedJ Allkinds of stories were told about Saint Nicholas and the Dutch brought one of these storieswith
them to Americald They believed that each year the saint rode a white horse fromhome to homel[] He gave
presents to good childrend Other Americans nearby greatlyenjoyed the Dutch celebrationsd] They decided to
made Saint Nicholas part of their owncelebration Christmas[ But he got a new name Santa Claus[] The Dutch
imagined SaintNicholas to be a seriousl] even frightening persond He could punish as well as give gifts(] Butin 1
82201 an American named Clement C Moore wrote a Christmas poem for hischildren The poem[] called A Visit
from St Nicholas[J created a completely new SantaClaus[] Dr[] Moore described a short[] happy little man
who rode in an open sleigh] Thesleigh was pulled from house to house by eight white reindeerJ At each house
Santadelivered gifts by dropping them down the chimney into the fireplace(] DrlJ Moore’ S poemwas published
in a newspaper in New York[] in 1 823[7J It soon became popular all overAmerica and it became the source for the
Santa ClausC] American children still believe inhim up to now[
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