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[0 O News Item Twol [ This is the VOA Special English Education Report.[] [ Forty-two of the fifty American
states offered some kind of public online learning thispast school year. One state[1 Michigand now requires all
students to have an online learningexperience before they finish high school.00 [0 Even the idea of a school has
changed since the rise of the Internet in the 1990s. Anew report from the Center for Evaluation and Education
Policy at Indiana University sayseighteen states have full-time virtual schools. There are no buildings. All classes
areonline.d O Online learners might work at different .times. But there might be set times for classdiscussions—
—Dby text[ voice or video——and virtual office hours for teachers.[J [ Florida started the first state-wide public
virtual school in the United States in 1997.Today[l the Florida Virtual School offers more than ninety courses.
Fifty-six thousandstudents were enrolled as of December. Almost sixty percent were female. The schoolsWeb site
says each student was enrolled in an average of two classes. Two-thirds werealso enrolled in public or charter
schools. Charter schools are privately operated withpublic money. Other students are home-schooled or in private
school.[J O Florida Virtual School has now opened the Florida Virtual Global School. Students inother countries
pay for classes. Janet Heiking teaches an English class. She lives inIndianapolisC] Indiana. Her students live as far
away as Africa and Japan. She says they aretaking her Advanced Placement class to prepare for attending an
American college. Theycan earn college credits by passing the A. P. test.[] [J So how good are virtual schools[]
Studies have shown mixed results] as that newreport from Indiana University notes. For example[] students at
Florida Virtual School earnedhigher grades than those taking the same courses the traditional way. And they
scoredhigher on a state-wide test.[] [ But virtual school students in Kansas and Colorado had lower test scores
orperformed at a lower level than traditional learners. Studies also find that virtual schoolsmay not save much in
operating costs.[] [ Education experts say the mixed results suggest the need for more research to findthe best
ways to teach in virtual schools. Also [ they say schools of education need to trainmore teachers to work in both
physical and virtual classrooms.[] [ And thats the VOA Special English Education Reportd written by Nancy
Steinbach. Tolearn more about computer-based learningd go to www. unsv. com. Im Bob Doughty.
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