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[0 O O One approach to the limited number of fcCI nts on the web has been floatingaround almost as long as the
wcb itself.As early as 1 99701 the golden age ofthe browser wars——embedded or downloadable fonts saw
implementations inInternet Explorer 4 and Netscape 4.Naturally[] as with much of the ingenuityof that eral] they
were incompatible with each otherdJ Microsoff based its em.bedded fonts on OpenTypeld while Netscape
partnered with Bitstream.For along time[] nothing happened] and eventually the wind was gone from the
webfonts’ sails. Today[] thanks at least in part to a new CSS[ support arms racel] a new roundof web font mania
has arrived.Opera Software has announced support for theweb fonts module of CSS3[J published as a working
draft in 2002 by the W3C.The developers of wcbKit.from which Safari and Konqueror are drawn.havealso
announced they’ re working on web fonts[] and Microsoft iS rumored to bein the mix as well with Internet
Explorer 8.You may think that web fonts will finally make your lire easier.But they won’ t.Especially when you

" re thinking about increasing your audience.Most mobiledevices won’ t ever bother to process embedded fonts
in CSS.1t" S simply toomuch to ask of devices with limited bandwidth and processing power.Usingarbitrary fonts
has implications for readability as well[J given that not all fontsare created equal(] and many designers] to put it
lightly are not known for theirrestraint.
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