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[0 O Speech act theory was developed by the Oxford philosopher J. L. Austin whose work was How to do Things
with Words [0 197501 . J. R. Searle has also made great contributions to speech acts. Austin proposed that
communicating a speech act consists of three elementsl] the speaker says something[] the speaker signals an
associated speech act] and the speech act causes an effect on his listeners or the participants. He called the first
element the locutionary actl] the act of uttering a sentence with a certain meaning. The second element was called
illocutionary act] a sentence is uttered to constitute an actof praised criticismd agreement[] etc. The third
element was calledperlocutionary act] the speaker may have uttered the sentence he didutter to achieve a certain
consequent response from his hearer —— suchas to frighten himd to amuse him[J to get him to d[J

[0 something. Thedistinction between the illocutionary act and the perlocutionary act isimportant(] the former is
the consequent effect on the hearer which thespeaker intends should follow from his utterancel] and such acts
arenot normally regarded as relevant to a linguistic account of meaning[] while the latter are not consequences of
locutionary actsC] but anintegral part of the utterance] it is what the speaker wanted hisutterance as. We can draw
the three-fold distinction as follows aspeaker utters sentences with a particular meaning [J locutionary act[]

[J and with a particular force U illocutionary actl] [J in order to achieve acertain effect on the hearer

[ perlocutionary act [J .
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