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[0 O Randal L. Schwartz is a two-decade veteran of the software industry. He is skilled in software design] system
administrationd security[d] technical writing] and training. Randal has coauthored the "must-have" standards:
Programming PerlC] Learning PerlCJ and Learning Perl on Win32 Systems [J all from O'Reilly[] ; and Effective
Perl Programming] Addison-Wesley[J . He is also a regular columnist for WebTechniques[]
Performance-Computingd] SysAdmin[J and Linux Magazine.(O O He is also a frequent contributor to the Perl
newsgroupsC] and has moderated comp.lang.perl.announce since its inception. His offbeat humor and technical
mastery have reached legendary proportions worldwide [J but he probably started some of those legends himself
(1 . Randal’s desire to gfve back to the Perl community inspired him to help create and provide initial funding for
The PerlInstitute. He is also a founding board member of the Perl Mongers [ perl.org] [ the worldwide Perl
grassroots advocacy organization. Since 1985[1 Randal has owned and operated Stonehenge Consulting Services
O Inc. Randal can be reached for comment at merlyn@stonehenge.coml] and welcomes questions on Perl and
other related topics.
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preface

1. Introduction

Questions and Answers

Is This the Right Book for You?

Why Are There So Many Footnotes?
What About the Exercises and Their Answers?
What Do Those Numbers Mean at the Start'of the Exercise?
What If I'm a Perl Course Instructor?
What Does "Perl" Stand For?

Why Did Larry Create Perl?

Why Didn't Larry Just Use Some Other Language?
Is Perl Easy or Hard?

How Did Perl Get to Be So Popular?
What's Happening with Perl Now?
What's Perl Really Good For?

What Is Perl Not Good For?

How Can | Get Perl?

What Is CPAN?

How Can | Get Support for Perl?

Are There Any Other Kinds of Support?
What If | Find a Bug in Perl?

How Do | Make a Perl Program?

A Simple Program

What's Inside That Program?

How Do | Compile My Perl Program?
A Whirlwind Tour of Perl

Exercises

2. Scalar Data

3. Lists and Arrays

4. Subroutines

5. Input and Output

6. Hashes

7. In The World of Regular Expressions
8. Matching With Regular Expressions
9. Processing Text With Regular Expressions
10. More Control Structures

11. Peri Modules

12. File Tests

13. Directory Operations

14, Strings and Sorting

15. Smart Matching and Given-when
16. Process Management

17. Some Advanced Peri Techniques
index
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