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O O he first loom of which we have any knowledge in the Greek world, and in adjacent parts of Europe andAsia,
was different from the Egyptian loom and usually much wider. It had a simple, almost vertical framefrom which the
warp threads hung and were attached in groups to weights. The weaver stood and workeddown from the top of the
loom. This is known as the warp-weighted loom and is important because itscapacity for wide widths and
considerable lengths affected the form of Greek and Roman costume.Moreover, this loom eventually spread north
to exert its influence on the development of costume in thewhole of Europe. The garment which can be seen in
Greek vase paintings and Greek and Roman sculpture——cloaks, wraps,mantles, dresses and tunics——are all
dependent on large wide pieces of material. These were truly clothcultures, with no evidence of the skin garments
that came before and which were still a recognizableinfluence on the garments of earlier Mediterranean cultures.
The Greek tunic or dress [1 chitond worn indifferent lengths by men and women was simply a very large loom
piece used sideways, sometimes withexcess width folded over to form a flap at the upper edge. It was fastened at the
shoulders, usually bypinning, and could be worn with the open edge loose down one side of the body or caught
into place;girded around the waist and breast the whole garment fell in graceful folds. This type of dress
continuedthrough Roman times, along with simpler tunic forms and many types of straight cloak, but the best
knownpiece of Roman clothing, the toga, the mark of the Roman citizen, was somewhat more specialized.
Al-though it was also a straight piece of woolen material, the lower comers were cut off to make the drapingof it
easier.
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