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OO0 00O InVenezolana the district court had relied,as plaintiffs do,upon thelanguage of the Act's preamble in
1602,which states that "henceforth” casesshould be decided in accordance with the principles of the FSIA.The
circuitcourt rejected this,reading the language to mean only that decisions madehenceforth should be governed by
the substantive principles of immunity lawadopted in the Act,and holding that the preamble did not purport to
sayanything about the retroactive application of the subject matter jurisdictionprovisions in 1330.Moreover,the
court specifically recognized a"Congressional mandate to leave intact the status quo ante January 24,1977as respects
rights of the parties." 629 E2d at 790. See also Martropico Compania Naviera S.A.v.Perusahaan
[etc.],428ESupp.1035,1037(S.D.N.Y.1977):"It seems clear that regardless of theeffect of the Immunities Act on the
removal of pending state actions,theoriginal jurisdiction of the federal courts is prospective only." In Venezolana
the Second Circuit distinguished Yessenin-Volpin v.Novosti Press Agency,443 ESupp.849(S.D.N.Y.1978)on the
ground that ithad applied substantive principles of immunity embodied in 1605 to a casefiled before the effective
date of the FSIA and had not addressed thejurisdiction-conferring aspects of the Act.lt distinguished other cases
thathave addressed the 1330 jurisdiction-creating section in the context ofremoval statutes,which are construed
strictly and involve the necessity ofgiving weight to the extent to which the action has progressed in the courtwhere
it was initially brought,Martropico,supra,or in the context in whichthe presence of a grant of interim relief,such as
attachment in rem,broughtinto play the congressional mandate to not interfere with the rights of partiespre-January
24,1977 ,e.9.,Amoco Overseas Oil Co.v.Com.Nat.Algeriennede Navigation,459 F.Supp.1242(S.D.N.Y.1978),aff'd
605 F.2d 648(2dCir.1979).
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