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OO0O0O OO0  "ltiscontrary to etiquette to yawn in thepresence of a king,” the monarch said to him.
“Iforbid you to do so0." "I can't help it. | can’t stop myself," replied thelittle prince, thoroughly embarrassed. "I have
comeon a long journey, and | have had no sleep..." "Ah, then," the king said. "I order you to yawn.lIt is years since |
have seen anyone yawning. Yawns,to me, are objects of curiosity. Come, now! Yawnagain! It is an order.” "That
frightens me... | cannot, any more..."murmured the little prince, now completelyabashed. "Hum! Hum!" replied
the king. "Then 1... lorder you sometimes to yawn and sometimes to..." He sputtered? a little, and seemed vexed3.
For what the king fundamentally insisted uponwas that his authority should be respected. Hetolerated no
disobedience. He was an absolutemonarch. But, because he was a very good man, hemade his orders reasonable. "If
| ordered a general," he would say, by wayof example, "if I ordered a general to changehimself into a sea bird, and if
the general did notobey me, that would not be the fault of the general.It would be my fault." "May I sit down?" came
now a timid inquiryfrom the little prince.* 00 00 0000O0OOOOOOO” OO0OOOOOO* OO
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