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(0 O O O Early in the month of October, 1815, about an hour before sunset, a man who was travelling on foot
entered a little town. The few inhabitants who were at their windows or on their thresholds at the moment stared at
this traveler with a sort of uneasiness. It was difficult to encounter a traveler of more wretched appearance.He was a
man of medium stature, and in the prime of life. He might have been forty-six or forty-eight years old. The sweat,
the heat, the journey on foot, the dust, added | know not what lowly quality to this pathetic look. His hair was
closely cut, yet bristling, for it had begun to grow a little, and did not seem to have been cut for some time. No one
knew him. He was evidently only a chance passerby. He seemed very much fatigued. The man bent his steps
towards an inn, which was the best in the countryside. He entered the kitchen, which opened on a level with the
street. The host, hearing the door open and seeing a newcomer enter, said, without raising his eyes from his stoves.
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