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Few books besides the Bible have been translated ,printed, and read as often as the Pilgrim's Progress. John Banyans
classic allegory of christian ,the Pilgrim, on his perilous journey to the Celestial city has touched hearts and minds
for more than theree hundred years-and still the demand continues .the best part of English Puritanism has here its
most adequate and characteristic expression, while the intensity of Bunyan's religious fervor and the universality of
the spiritual problems he deals wits have elevated the work into a great religious classic of the world. The Life of
Dordogne was written by Walton in 1640 as an introduction to a collection of Donne's sermons; and thirythy years
later was issued in volume with lives of Sir Henry Wotton, Richard Hooker, and George Herbert, the charming
personality of Walton himself, and the clarity and delicacy of a style of high artistic simplicity ,set off a narrative in
whichfacts are not allowed to obscure the outlines of a character drawn with loving admiration,Fwe bulky official
lives succeed in giving readers so vivid a picture of personality as these aketches from the hand of Izaak Walton.
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The same necessity which secures the rights of person and property against the malignity or folly of the magistrate,
determines the form and methods of governing, which are proper to each nation, and to its habit of thought, and
nowise transferable to other states of society. In this country, we are very vain of our political institutions, which are
singular in this, that they sprung, within the memory of living men, from the character and condition of the people,
which they still express with sufficient fidelity ,-and we ostentatiously prefer them to any other in history. They are
not better, but only fitter for us. We may be wise in asserting the advantage in modern times of the democratic
form, but to other states of society, in which religion consecrated the monarchical, that and not this was expedient.
Democracy is better for us, because the religious sentiment of the present time accords better with it. Born
democrats, we are nowise qualified to judge of monarchy, which, to our fathers living in the monarchical idea, was
also relatively right. But our institutions, though in coincidence with the spirit of the age, have not any exemption
from the practical defects which have discredited other forms. Every actual State is corrupt. Good men must not
obey the laws too well. What satire on government can equal the severity of censure conveyed in the word politic,
which now for ages has signified cunning, intimating that the State is a trick[J

The same benign necessity and the same practical abuse appear in the parties into which each State divides itself of
opponents and defenders of the administration of the government. Parties are also founded on instincts, and have
better guides to their own humble aims than the sagacity of their leaders. They have nothing perverse in their origin,
but rudely mark some real and lasting relation. We might as wisely reprove the east wind, or the frost, as a political
party, whose members, for the most part, could give no account of their position, but stand for the defence of those
interests in which they find themselves. Our quarrel with them begins, when they quit this deep natural ground at
the bidding of some leader, and, obeying personal considerations, throw themselves into the maintenance and
defence of points, nowise belonging to their system. A party is perpetually corrupted by personality. Whilst we
absolve the association from dishonesty, we cannot extend the same character to their leaders. They reap the
rewards of the docility and zeal of the masses which they direct. Ordinarily, our parties are parties of circumstance,
and not of principle; as, the planting interest inconflict with the commercial; the party of capitalists, and that of
operatives; parties which are identical in their moral character, and which can easily change ground with each
other, in the support of many of their measures. Parties of principle, as, religious sects, or the party of freetrade, of
universal suffrage, of abolition of slavery, of abolition of capital punishment, degenerate into personalities, or would
inspire enthusiasm. The vice of our leading parties in this country [1 which may be cited as a fair specimen of these
societies of opinion[ is, that they do not plant themselves on the deep and necessary grounds to which they are
respectively entitled, but lash themselves to fury in the carrying of some local and momentary measure, nowise
useful to the commonwealth. Of the two great parties, which, at this hour, almost share the nation between them, |
should say, that, one has the best cause, and the other contains the best men. The philosopher, the poet, or the
religious man will, of course, wish to cast his vote with the democrat, for free-trade, for wide suffrage, for the
abolition of legal cruelties in the penal code, and for facilitating in every manner the access of the young and the
poor to the sources of wealth and power. But he can rarely accept the persons whom the so-called popular party
propose to him as representatives of these liberalities. They have not at heart the ends which give to the name of
democracy what hope and virtue are in it. The spirit of our American radicalism is destructive and aimless: it is not
loving, it has no ulterior and divine ends; but is destructive only out of hatred and selfishness. On the other side, the
conservative party, composed of the most moderate, able, and cultivated part of the population, is timid, and
merely defensive of property. It vindicates no right, it aspires to no real good, it brands no crime, it proposes no
generous policy, it does not build, nor write, nor cherish the arts, nor foster religion, nor establish schools, nor
encourage science, nor emancipate the slave, nor befriend the poor, or the Indian, or the immigrant. From neither
party, when in power, has the world any benefit to expect in science, art, or humanity, at all commensurate with the
resources of the nation.
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