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[0 O Our knowledge of the Sun, planets, natural satellites, and comets in the solar system, as wellas the
interplanetary medium, has been greatly advanced in recent years by the Mariner, Venera,Pioneer, and VVoyager
series of spacecraft. More recently, space exploration is being extended bythe launching of artificial satellites into
Earth orbit carrying advanced technological packages tofurther our astronomical knowledge of the wider universe.
[ O 5. Congress: Congress is the law-making body in the US. Congress has two houses, the Senate andthe House
of Representatives. The main job of Congress is making laws. Before a new law canbecome effective, both houses
have to pass it, and it must then have the approval of the President.In a system of government based on a series of
checks and balances, the two houses of Congressact as a check on each other, as well as together forming a check
on the powers of the executive branch, especially the President.] [ 6. the Supreme Court" The Supreme Court in
Washington, D.C.is the highest court in the US, and[J is very powerful. It has nine judges, called justices.
Traditionally, they are called the nine old men,J although there has been one woman justice. The head of the court
has the title of Chief Justice of[J] the United States. Justices are appointed by the President, although the Senate must
give its[] approval to the choice. There has been only one African-American justice.7. income tax: a tax paid
according to a persons level of income, with people on higher incomeslJ paying higher rates of tax. It is used by the
government to help pay for things like health care and[J education. It is collected in Britain by the Inland Revenue
and in the US by the Internal Revenuel Service.
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