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0 O Topic Sentenceld [ A topic sentence is a statement that tells what the paragraph is about. A topic sentencehas
two major parts: a topic and its characterization, Look at this topic sentence: Brownsis a good drugstore. Browns

[ drugstorel] here is the topic and good the characterization.We learn from this statement that the paragraph is
about the drugstore and that the writeris to describe how good the drugstore is or explain why the drugstore is
good. O A topic sehtence should be precise and specificd should contain something new anddifferent to. say
about the topic] should be broad enough to include everything the writerneeds to discuss in more detail as he
writes his paragraph; and should help the topicsentence to lead off the paragraph. Compare the two topic
sentences: Rude eats a beefsteak with fingers and Rude eats like a barbarian in a comic strip. The first example states
afact that is much too common an occurrence in our everyday life, and it leaves the writeralmost no space to
further develop his paragraph. This can only serve as one detail of hiseating habits to be included in a paragraph.
The second, however, suggests his tablemanners as a whole, a broader area for further description.J [J A good
topic sentence, therefore, is a good guide to both the writer and the reader. Acarefully-selected topic sentence helps
the writer check if he has gone off the track as hemoves along with his writing, and helps him select proper and
related information tosupport his explanation. In the same way, a well-formulated topic sentence makes it easierfor
the reader to predict what he can expect to read in the paragraph.] [J A topic sentence may be positioned in any
place in a paragraph: at the beginning, inthe middle, at the end, or at both the beginning and the end. It can even be
implied orsuggested not written out. Here are examples.
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