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"NORMA JEANE, LOOK UP IN THE SKY!" The young girl tilted her head toward the clouds. A small,
two-seaterairplane flew close to her house,so close that the windows rattled andher dog, Tippy, barked. The
sound of the engine drowned out Norma Jeane's shrieks of de-light as the airplane circled her house once again.
This time, the pilotleaned out of the plane and waved to the six-year-old girl. Norma Jeanesaw that he wore goggles
and a thick leather jacket, typical gear for apilot in the early 1930s. A long white scarf, knotted tightly around
hisneck, blew behind him in the wind. Norma Jeane didn't know that her mother, Gladys, had arrangedthe
special event. Gladys worked as a film cutter for Columbia Studios,a movie studio in Hollywood, California. She
had asked a friend, a de-livery pilot for the studio, to wave hello to Norma Jeane the next time heflew over her
house. Gladys didn't have the opportunity to see her daughter very often.She didn't have enough money to take
care of Norma Jeane, and she hadbeen forced to place her in a foster home. She wanted to do somethingvery
special for her daughter’s birthday. Gladys knew that Norma Jeanewould love the surprise. Norma Jeane would
have been even more surprised to know that she herself would be working in Hollywood one day, and her job
would be like no other. Norma Jeane Mortensen would one day change her name to "Marilyn Monroe," and she
would be a radiantly beautiful, woddfamous movie star. Norma Jeane Mortensen was born on the first day of June,
1926, in the, charity ward of Los Angeles GeneralHospital. Norma Jeane was a healthy baby with big blue eyes and
straw-berry blond hair. Norma Jeane's mother, Gladys Pearl Baker Mortensen, was a deli-cate woman with red
hair. While Gladys was ambitious, she was alsodown on her luck. At twenty-six, Gladys had been married and
di-vorced twice. In 1915, when Gladys was only fourteen, she married a man namedJasper Baker. (With her
mother's encouragement, Gladys lied about herage and said she was eighteen.) Gladys and Jasper had two
children,Berniece and Jackie. One day Gladys came home from work and herhusband and children were gone.
Jasper left only a short note behind: hehad taken the children to another state, and Gladys would never seethem
again. In Los Angeles, Gladys tried to pull her life together. She workedlong hours at her job at the film studio.
She told acquaintances that herchildren had died, so she wouldn't have to talk about her painful loss. In the late
1800s, a handful of inventors across the world experi-mented with "moving pictures.” They made special cameras
and projec-tors that put still photographs in motion. In 1895, the Lumiere brothersshowed their first film in France.
That year, films were also screened forthe fLrSt time in London, Berlin, and New York. The public ravedt aboutthe
new mad entertaining sensation. In 1913, motion picture studios opened for business in a small suburbof Los
Angeles called Hollywood. The new film industry created many jobs for technical crews, builders, directors,
writers, and actors. Each year brought technological advances to motion pictures. In 1927, the first sound movie
was made, The Jazz Singer, starring Al Jolson. (Until then, movies were silent.) Gladys Baker considered herself
fortunate to have a job in Hollywood. She liked splicing, or cutting, the film,an essential step of movie production.
She cut frames, or pieces,of film that editors used to put together the final movie. As im-ages of popular actors of
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the 1920s passed through her fingers --stars like Rudolph Valentino, Greta Garbo, Gloria Swanson, andCharlie
Chaplin -- Gladys felt proud to be part of such an excitingindustry. The 1920s in the United States -- the "Roaring
Twenties" -- wasknown as a fun, free time, especially for women. American women hadrecently won the fight to
vote. "'Flappers" in knee-length dresses kickedup their heels and danced the Charleston, a fast ballroom dance.
Manywomen modeled themselves after the film stars they admired. Theypainted their faces with rouge and lipstick
and changed the color oftheir hair. Gladys dyed her hair a dazzling shade of red, to resemble thesassy screen star
ClaraBow. In 1924 Gladys remarried. Martin Edward Mortensen was a tall,handsome man. Unfortunately, the
marriage didn't last long. Gladys andMartin divorced justa few months after the wedding. Several months after
the couple parted ways, Gladys discoveredshe was pregnant. She said that Mortensen was the father of her baby,but
at the time she became pregnant she had been dating a few men. Noone would ever know for sure who Norma
Jeane's real father was. Soon to be a single parent, Gladys didn't know how she would carefor her baby and keep
her job at the studio. Gladys's own mother, DellaMonrog, was ill and couldn't help with the new baby. Gladys had
no other family and few options -- in the 1920s, day care cen-ters and preschools did not exist. P6-11
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