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[0 O Introduction to Academic Writing is based on the premise that students of English as a foreign language

[0 EFLO write best when they are given the opportunity to explore topics that motivate them. In our writing classes
(] we observe how students draw on their experiences to handle such topics with confidence.d [ This book
introduces students to academic writing through a sequenced set of assignments that help them to move from
personall] expressive writing to informative and persuasive writing. The use of source materialC] including
summary[] paraphrasel] quotation[] and documentation(] is emphasized in the informative and persuasive
writing assignments. The book stresses writing as a process and e.ncourages the use of collaborative learning
strategies as well as individual activities.[1 (I Therefore[d this bookis mainly for students enrolled in English writing
courses. It is designed for graduates from non-English majors[] also suitable for English majorsC] both freshmen
and sophomores. Students who want to study abroad in English-speaking countries will also find this book useful
because good writing skills are essential for success in courses and examinations in an academic setting.
ORGANIZATION OF THE BOOKO O Introduction to Academic Writing is divided into 10 chapters that form
two major sections. The first section] Chapters 1to 400 provides an overview of academic writing. The focus of
these chapters is on the writing processC] guiding the readerl] and effective sentences. In these chapters] the
students review writing principles learned in previous courses. The chapters contain many explanations(]
examples] and exercises so that students and instructors can select specific areas for emphasis.[1 [ The next
sectionlJ Chapters5to 100J is the heart of the book[] introducing and developing a portfolio of writing on a
chosen research topic. The assignments range from writing based on the students personal experience and opinions
[ to informative and persuasive papers that include information obtained from library and other sources. The
chapters in this section also discuss methods of development for these papers. Frequent exercises and readings
reinforce the concepts taught in these chapters. The final chapter shows students how to apply the writing
techniques they have learned in the book to essay examinations.
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Chapter 1 English Composition and the Chinese Studentl] THE ENGLISH LANGUAGEO YOUR WRITING
STRENGTHSO WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES?U GAINING CONFIDENCE IN WRITINGL READING
AND WRITINGO HOW THIS BOOK IS ORGANIZED READINGSChapter 2 Planning to Write[J STEP
ONE: PLANNINGUO STEP TWO: RESEARCH[ STEP THREE: DRAFTINGU STEP FOUR: REVIEWING
AND REVISINGChapter 3 Guiding the Reader(] THESIS STATEMENTO PARAGRAPHING

[0 TRANSITIONSO OUTLININGO INTRODUCTIONS AND CONCLUSIONSO READINGSChapter 4
Writing ClearlyC] READING ENGLISHO A READABLE STYLEC] COMMON GRAMMA TICAL
PROBLEMSChapter 5 Developing a Portfolio of Your Writingll RESEARCH TOPICS[] SAMPLE
PORTFOLIOSChapter 6 Writing on Your Experiencesl] PURPOSE AND AUDIENCEL] METHODS OF
DEVELOPMENTO ASSIGNMENT 100 EXPRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND OPINIONSJ READINGS

[0 PLANNING/SELF-EVALUATION OF DRAFTO PEER REVIEWO REVISIONChapter 7 Using and
Acknowledging Resourcest] USING THE LIBRARYO SUMMARY, PARAPHRASE, AND QUOTATION

[0 ACKNOWLEDGING SOURCESChapter 8 Writing to InformJ PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE

[0 RESEARCH PROPOSAL AND WORKING BIBLIOGRAPHY[J UNDERSTANDING FACTS AND
ISSUESL) METHODS OF DEVELOPMENTO USING GRAPHICSO ASSIGNMENT 2—WRITING TO
INFORMUO READINGSL PLANNING/SELF-EVALUATION OF DRAFTL PEER REVIEW

[0 REVISIONChapter 9 Writing to Persuadel] PURPOSE AND AUDIENCEL] METHODS OF
DEVELOPMENTO RESEARCH PAPER FORMATL ASSIGNMENT 3— WRITING TO PERSUADE

[0 PROGRESS REPORT READINGSU PLANNING/SELF-EVALUATION OF DRAFTChapter 10
Answering Essay Examinations PREPARING FOR AN ESSAY EXAM: THE LONG VIEW PREPARING FOR
AN ESSAY EXAM: CLOSE TO TEST TIME TAKING THE EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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0 O In recent yearstI the number of students attending universities in China has grown rapidly. This is mainly a
result of an increase in the standard of living in Chinall as well as recognition by students of the importance of a
university education.[J [0 One challenge facing all studentsC] no matter what their language or province of origin
[ is the need to develop communication skills that will foster understanding among people. The ability to
communicate effectivelyl] orally and in writing[d is also essential to academic and professional success.[]

O Introduction to Academicd Writing will introduce you to an important form of communication the
academic writing you will need for your coursework. It will also lay the foundation for the professional writing you
might later do on the job. You already know much about writing from all that you have learned in your first
language and in previous English courses you have taken. What you learn now will build on your strengths and add
skills to make you an accomplished academic writer.[] [1 Before discussing your writing strengths and the
challenges of academic writing[J let us pause to describe this fascinating language which has brought us together]
English. TI-IE ENGLISH LANGUAGEO [ In the 16th centuryl] during Shakespeares time[] English had only
about 3 million speakerst] and most of them lived in England. FrenchlJ GermanO Italiand and Spanish
languages all had more speakers. Today[] about 370 million people speak English as their first language and about
107 000 million speak it as a second or foreign languageld with varying degrees of proficiency. Next to Chinesel]
English is the most widely spoken language in the worldlJ Moreoverd English surpasses Chinese as a global
language. The majority of the worlds newspapersC] magazines[] and books are written in English. About 80% of
computer texts and 70% of scientific papers are also written in English.
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