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[0 O Passage 100 [ The biggest safety threat facing airlines today may not be a terrorist with a gunt] but the man
with the portable computer in business class. In the last 15 years[] pilots have reported over 100 incidents that
could have been caused by electromagnetic interference. The source of this interference remains unconfirmed(]
but increasingly] experts are pointing the blame at portable electronic devices such as portable computers] radio
and cassette players and mobile telephones.[d O Some experts recommend that al airlines ban such devices from
being used during “critical” stages of light[l particularly in takeoff and landing. And some experts have gone
furtherd calling for a total ban during all flights. Currentlyd rules on using these devices are left up to individual
airlines. And although some airlines prohibit passengers from using such equipment during takeoff and landing]
most are reluctant to enforce a total ban[] given that many passengers want to work during flights.[1 [J Passage 2[1
[J Americans are proud of their variety and individuality[] yet they love and respect few things more than a
uniformd whether it is the uniform of an elevator operator or the uniform of a five-star general. Why are uniforms
so popular in the United States?l] [0 Among the arguments for uniforms] one of the first is that in the eyes of
most people they look more professional than civilian clothes. People have become conditioned to expect superior
quality from a man who wears a uniform. The television repairman who wears a uniform tends to inspire more trust
than one who appears in civilian clothes. Faith in the skill of a garage mechanic is increased by a uniform. What
easier way is there for a nursel] a policeman] abarber[] or a waiter to lose professional identity than to step out
of uniform?
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