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The effects of Deng Xiaoping's "Four Modernisations’ campaign are still being felt in China today - in its built
environment, in society, and in spaces where the two overlap. In Themeless Parks, photographer Dustin Shum
turns his attention to the lattermost facet of contemporary Chinese urban life; the countless city parks created as
part of the *City Beautiful' movement. Viewed through a filter of personal interpretation, each image strikes the
viewer as absorbingly odd or even oddly beautiful, with each contributing a fragment to a larger narrative of a
nation in the throes of change.
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