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In his new collection, Chris Song Zijiang strolls from Guangdong to Bundanon and kindly invites us to join him.
Song has a keen eye for the extraordinary in the ordinary -- from the philosopher wombat who knows the danger
in Plato better than many who have read him, who, like Socrates “ delved in the sky and / under the earth” and
ended “ hoping to // scratch the truth out of his body,” to a moment of waiting with a taxi driver on the way to
the Chinatown of Sydney “ for the next word / thatwon’ tbesaid,” toan“ odd nail / still wedged in the wall,
" toreading Heraclitus on Hac Sa Beach, “ the same as ever / but never the same twice.” This clear-eyed poet
knows “ legs / bring seeds / wherever they go... // so sojourns all / become grass huts.” This is a hut (like the one
another stroller, Henry David Thoreau, built on Walden Pond) worth inhabiting for a while, oozing “ a sense / out
of no sense” with Mina Loy, full of promise. Strolling is a joy to read, and it will leave readers waiting for the next
word, hoping that sharp something sticking in the poet’ s throat at the end means another long walk soon, sowing
silences as breathtaking as those in this collection. --- Steven Schroeder
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I almost believed I was in the Old Summer Palace
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taking a taxi to China Town of Sydney
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finding a Canberra poet
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a philosopher on the paddock
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through the vast dark
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Laos
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waiting at the border gate
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garden
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an odd nail
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strolling
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domestic economy
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ayoung hosewife’ s bachelor flat
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Macao and Taipa
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Hac Sa Beach
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images and the imagined
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sojourns
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noodle nostalgia
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banished words
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before a hospital
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jelly
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to birds
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classics

Page 4



00

the cowherd in the mountain
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scrapyard
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wintry green
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the process of reading a poem
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writing history
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agambler
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midnight musing
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a bureaucrat on the platform
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puddings
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pandas’ diplomacy
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grass on the wall’ send
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silenced
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